
INTERFAITH 

ENCOUNTERS
AN INTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM



Deepen their understanding of identity 

Grow in awareness of difference and

appreciation for embracing diversity

Appreciate the influences of bias and

stereotypes

Identify the building blocks of harmony 

Experience visiting sacred places

Dialogue genuinely and openly with others 

Commit to concrete actions of harmony as a

result of the program.  

The Interfaith Encounters program provides a

practical component to the study of religion. 

Bringing senior students from diverse

backgrounds together, the program provides the

platform for students and staff to develop new

friendships, celebrate difference, deepen faith,

promote peace and social cohesion.

Interfaith Encounters provides students with

knowledge, skills and experience in identity,

dignity, and diversity. 

Each inter-school program is preceded by

partnership meetings with staff from each

school and a focus group held with students to

co-develop the specific program. 

Participants will:



Foundations for dialogue and student focus

group: 2 hr facilitated workshop at each school

to learn about student perspectives, explore

individual and social identity and develop

understanding for how best to engage in

dialogue. 

Inter-school encounter and 2 hr facilitated

workshop on human dignity, diversity and bias.  

Inter-school excursion, visit to places of

worship and a meal together.

Optional additional inter-school excursion, such

as a sports day and a meal together.

 Final inter-school encounter and workshop. An

opportunity to reflect, celebrate new

friendships and commit to ongoing actions. 

4 - 5 day program delivered over 3 – 6 months

as requested by school partners

Min 15 and Max 30 participants per school

Inter-school & Interfaith partnerships 

Logistics and bookings for external visits fully

coordinated 

Interfaith Encounters Sample Program outline

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Costs: Costs are calculated to reflect running

expenses for each program. Please contact us for

more information.

The standard program includes:

Each program is customised to the needs of the

student groups. Catholic Mission will arrange

partnership meetings & tailor the program in

consultation with schools.



 

What partcipants are saying about the program:

 

“I feel more comfortable with other religions because of how supportive they were, I will definitely be opening

up to more people now”. 

Yasmeen Elmouhager , Year 12 Student, Unity Grammar 

 

“What I love about this program is that it’s actually just about being the best human being you can be.”

Aaron Boyd , CEO Unity Grammar

 

“When we were learning about the Muslim culture it was only from a textbook. It was good talking to

practising Muslims to find out what it means to them.” 

Will Collins, Year 12 Student, St Patrick’s Catholic College

 

“The shared vision for this program was evident as was the structure of the activities. It has made clear that

we need to be proactive in seeking out these opportunities of experiencing another faith life.”

Matthew Paton,, Assistant Principal, St Patrick’s Marist College

 

“We often look at the similarities, but it is also very important to look at some of the differences, to come to

peace and be able to navigate through these differences because this is what makes us unique.”

Sheikh Arshad Khan, Head of Islamic Studies at Unity Grammar 

 

“We need to learn as human beings that if we want to grow and we want to strive, then we need to start

learning more about ourselves and about others.”

Nahida Hafza - School Captain at Unity Grammar

 

 

 

For further information please contact: 

Catherine Towiro 

Interfaith Encounters Program Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

02 9919 7823  | 0468 315 335 | interfaith@catholicmission.org.au

https://www.catholicmission.org.au/get-involved/interfaith
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