
Hi, I'm Catherine and it is my pleasure to introduce you
to the fourth edition of the Mission Today Digital
Newsletter.

As part of the Mission Formation team at Catholic Mission I
coordinate our Interfaith Encounters inter-school program. Prior
to this I was the Indigenous Immersions program coordinator
and am currently chair our Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP)
Working Group.

I feel very blessed to do the work I do with the team at
Catholic Mission. I get to provide rich opportunities for young
Australians to engage with social justice and to celebrate the
diversity in their communities. Interacting with young people in
all our programs and hearing their insights gives me great hope
for our common future.

Catherine Towiro
Interfaith Encounters
Program Coordinator

Interfaith Encounters

Real world face to face encounters is the best way to build understanding, respect and trust
which is why Catholic Mission offers our Interfaith Encounters program throughout the greater
Sydney area.

We bring together senior students from Muslim and Catholic Colleges for a series of facilitated
workshops giving opportunities for them to create new friendships, deepen their faith and learn
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skills relating to identity, dignity and diversity. The experience culminates in visits to each
other’s sacred places of worship followed by a common meal and games. The students’ reactions
says it all.
“We need to learn as human beings that if we want to grow and we want to strive, then we need to
start learning more about ourselves and about others.”
“What I love about this program is that it’s actually just about being the best human being you
can be.”

Listen to the experience from the students

Continued Relief for Refugees

Catholic Mission is continuing to support our mission partners in Poland and Romania who are
desperately trying to provide for refugees fleeing across the border from Ukraine.
"The majority are women with children, trying to save their life from the war,” says Rev.
Eugen Blaj, National Director for the Pontifical Mission Societies (PMS) in Romania. Speaking of a
mother who arrived with her small children and grandmother seeking a place to sleep, Fr
Eugen says, “I asked about her husband. With tears in her eyes, she told me that the men from 18
years above are taken in the war, and maybe their house is destroyed. It is a lot of pain (for the
refugees). If you ask them something, they start to cry”.

In Poland and Romania, our mission partners are able to provide bedding, food, as well as
nappies and basic sanitary items, for the refugees seeking safety.
The ongoing prayer and material support for those affected by these tragic circumstances is an
expression of the solidarity of the universal church as we reach out to bring hope and give life to
those so much in need.

Learn more about our response
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Local Matters #CatholicMission

As Diocesan Director, each day is different, but same, whether it be a school presentation, regular
donor call, parish visit or Catholic community group morning tea. It's how I can engage and build
relationships that support others throughout Australia and overseas who strive for an opportunity
to achieve fullness of life in every way. This is our calling to “care for others”.

This is a reflection from our Diocesan Director in Adelaide, Tony Johnston. Pictured above with
Archbishop Patrick O’Regan and A-League Women’s player Sarah Willacy.

Find your local representative

Global Mission #wearestillhere

Did you know that there are over 134,000 mission stations around the world supported by the
Pontifical Mission Societies? These Mission stations are run by lay and religious missionaries
focusing on health care, education and vocational training, community projects, and pastoral
support. These mission stations play a vital role in supporting community run, life-changing,
programs.

Next edition...

Find out more about what Catholic Mission is doing to change the lives of those most in need, as we
go behind the scenes of some of our work in action. You’ll meet some of the people who are making
this happen. We’ll also bring you stories of joy and hope as we learn more about the life and legacy of
Pauline Jaricot.

Discover more with weekly content, follow us on

@catholicmission @catholicmission @catholicmissionTV
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