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Speakers’ Notes 
and Tips

Tips for Speakers
• Display the appeal poster in the church and on the pulpit 

during the appeal weekend. 

• Place one envelope per person on every pew at all 
Masses, along with a pencil for parishioners to fill out 
the envelope.

• Use the suggested notes above to support the appeal 
video during each Mass on the appeal weekend.  

• Request parishioners to pick up the appeal 
envelope, fill out their details, and return the 
envelope to a collection point to make a donation 

today. Alternatively, they can donate online at 
catholicmission.org.au/ethiopia, or simply scan the 
QR code on the envelope.

• Encourage parishioners to fill out their details so we 
acknowledge and receipt their generous donations and 
keep them informed of how they have made a difference.

• Thank parishioners for their time, their prayers and 
their generous gifts.

*Names altered to protect identity

Suggested Notes
• Today we invite you to be a witness of Jesus Christ, 

as he has called us to be in Acts 1:8, by accepting the 
invitation to partner with the Church in Ethiopia as 
they create hope and provide life‑changing support for 
families in need in rural communities.

•  Subsistence farming is the way of life for the vast majority 
of families in Ethiopia, but challenges such as persistent 
drought ruin crops, and cause basic food prices to rise, 
becoming more and more unreachable for those from 
disadvantaged backgrounds.

• Neela*, a mother of three, lives this reality. She 
worries especially for her youngest son, Ajani*, who 
is frequently sick. 

• In consultation with the local community of Emdibir, 
Fr Habtesilassie Antuan (Hab-tay-si-lassie An-twan) and 
the Church have resolved to build a goat rearing centre 
to help provide a solution for families like Neela’s. Goat 
milk can be produced and sold at an affordable price, so 
babies like Ajani have a nutritious food source to help 
keep them healthy and strong.

• Although the land for the centre is secured, 
constructing the sheds, procuring the goats, feed and 
veterinary medication are all still goals that Fr Habte 

and the community needs help to achieve. Your 
support today can help kickstart this project and start 
supporting families like Neela’s.

• We invite you to partner with the community and Church 
in Ethiopia through Catholic Mission today to be part of 
this critical work in Emdibir, and many other life-giving 
mission programs in around the world.

• By becoming a Mission Partner, your monthly gifts will 
make an ongoing impact, and a one‑off gift is also very 
helpful in supporting those in most need.

• Inspired by Acts 1:8, ‘You will be my witnesses…’, Pope 
Francis calls us as Christians to “take up the courage … 
of the first Christians, in order to bear witness to Christ 
in word and deed”. Please take this opportunity today to 
commit to being witnesses of Christ.

• As you watch this powerful display of the Church at 
work in Ethiopia, we invite you to take the envelope in 
your hands as you prayerfully consider how you can be 
a part of this incredible, life‑changing work.

• Please keep Neela, Ajani, and other families in need in 
your prayers.

http://catholicmission.org.au/ethiopia

